
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE19788 September 27, 2000 
canoe paddling, coral reef ecology (how coral 
reefs interact with sand dunes), coastal proc-
esses and cultural awareness. He is uniquely 
qualified to blend Hawaiian values about 
caring for the land and the ocean into edu-
cational programs for Maui’s youth that ac-
tually help preserve Maui’s coastal zone. 

He kane kupaianaha (an exceptional man)! 

I join all the people of our nation and Hawaii 
in honoring Bully Kapahulehua for his remark-
able achievements. In his love of the land and 
his commitment to Hawaii’s youth, Bully em-
bodies the true spirit of aloha. 

f 

POWER AND POLITICS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. OSE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I have come 
to the floor today to share with my 
colleagues some of the information we 
dug out last week in a series of hear-
ings in the Committee on Government 
Reform focusing on the energy chal-
lenges we face as a country. I would 
like to specifically address the issue of 
electricity and how it is generated and 
distributed throughout the country, 
particularly the Southwest of which 
California is a certain portion. 

In our hearings last week, we had the 
various investor-owned utilities come 
and testify with us, a couple of envi-
ronmental groups, we had the Depart-
ment of Energy, we had the adminis-
trator for the EPA and we had one of 
the representatives of the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission come and 
visit with us. 

What became apparent is that the 
mix of electricity in this country is 
quite complex. There are different gen-
erators of different sizes and utilities 
that contribute to us having electricity 
throughout our country. Interestingly 
enough, two of the largest electric gen-
erators in the country are the Bureau 
of Reclamation and the Army Corps of 
Engineers. I would like to specifically 
focus my comments today on those two 
entities. 

In the West, the Bureau of Reclama-
tion is a huge power generator. The 
Army Corps of Engineers more so in 
the Northwest at Bonneville but the 
Bureau, along the Colorado River and 
elsewhere, generates huge amounts of 
electricity. If you look at our electric 
markets and you consider different end 
users, California in fact is a huge end 
user of this electricity. 

Now, the challenge we face is how do 
we plan for the delivery of electricity 
to the end users in a manner timely 
enough to make it possible for our 
economy to continue to thrive and for 
people to be cool in their homes in the 
summer and warm in the winter. If you 
look at the Bureau of Reclamation Web 
site, you will see on their map, they 
have four different regions in the West. 

The two that I would like to specifi-
cally address today are the Sierra Ne-
vada region and the Desert Southwest 

region. In particular, the Desert South-
west region focuses along the Colorado 
River and in fact includes southern 
California as part of its delivery mar-
ket. 

If you examine the facilities that the 
Bureau runs in the Desert Southwest 
region, you will see the Hoover Dam; 
and you will see a number of other fa-
cilities, one of which is the Glen Can-
yon Dam. In the midst of power short-
ages this summer in June, July and 
August, the interesting thing that you 
will see in this information is that the 
Bureau of Reclamation was running 
most of their facilities flat out, all the 
way to the red line, but the Glen Can-
yon Dam was running at a rate 50 per-
cent of what it was running at last 
year. In other words, the Bureau had 
reduced generation by 300,000 
megawatts in the face of severe energy 
shortages. 

Now, that manifested itself in San 
Diego and elsewhere, because elec-
tricity is very fluid. It comes from 
somewhere, it goes somewhere, and 
when one is down, another might be up 
in terms of generating capacity. The 
consequence, the reality is that Glen 
Canyon’s generating capacity was re-
duced, for what? For what purpose? If 
you track back the legislation or the 
historical data, you will see that in 
1992, the 104th Session of this Congress, 
legislation was passed that allowed the 
Bureau, working with the Fish and 
Wildlife Service to try and experiment 
with the water flow from Glen Canyon 
that is used to generate electricity in 
the turbines. The legislation is very 
clear. It says, you will test this low 
flow regime along the Colorado River 
to see its environmental benefit. But 
the legislation also includes a waiver 
provision that says in a period of huge 
or unexpected power disruptions, the 
Bureau is authorized to run the tur-
bines flat out. In other words, abandon 
the low flow regime. 

In June, July, and August, the Bu-
reau chose, they elected, they made a 
conscious decision to keep generation 
low. What that did was it hammered 
areas like San Diego and Silicon Val-
ley and others who rely on this elec-
tricity to power industry and provide 
jobs and to cool houses and the like. It 
is interesting. Last Monday, the Bu-
reau issued a waiver and they ran those 
turbines up to respond to a peak de-
mand for electricity in the Desert 
Southwest region. But that was the 
first time this summer they have done 
that. 

Mr. Speaker, the very clear message 
here is that this administration chose 
to run Glen Canyon over the summer 
at 50 percent of capacity and the con-
sequence in San Diego and elsewhere in 
California were brownouts, blackouts 
and seniors having to choose between 
maintaining a low temperature in their 
house, for instance, and being able to 
buy food or prescription drugs. That is 

a reality. It is as much a reality as any 
other comparison we have. The admin-
istration is at fault. I have yet to hear 
a rational explanation of why this had 
to occur. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MURRY ORMAND 
PHILLIPS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
ETHERIDGE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, Harnett 
County and the town of Coats lost one of its 
most indefatigable education, civic, and busi-
ness leaders with the death on May 16, 2000, 
of Murry Ormand Phillips. His lifetime resume 
of accomplishments could well do credit to 10 
men. 

Born in 1913 in a Mississippi county that the 
U.S. Department of Commerce ranked the 
poorest in the entire United States, Mr. Phillips 
turned to education as a way out, eventually 
gaining entrance to Mississippi State Univer-
sity, where he graduated with a degree in vo-
cational agriculture and a commission as a 2d 
Lieutenant in the Army Reserve. His gradua-
tion came in the midst of the Great Depres-
sion when jobs were almost nonexistent. The 
university placement center offered one oppor-
tunity—a teaching job in far off Coats, NC. Mr. 
Phillips set off for North Carolina and a lifelong 
love affair with his adopted state. 

The teaching job in Coats turned out to be 
teaching vocational agriculture at Coats High 
School in the mornings and vocational agri-
culture in Angier in the afternoons. Mr. Phillips 
proved very popular with his students, so 
much so that one student introduced the 
teacher to a sister, Kathryn Stewart Smith. 
The two young people were married a year 
later. The marriage was to produce a daughter 
and a son. Mrs. Phillips died in 1998. 

Mr. Phillips’ career was interrupted by World 
War II. He entered active duty on February 14, 
1942, barely 2 months after Pearl Harbor. He 
was to serve under Gen. George S. Patton 
and Gen. Mark Clark and see action in North 
Africa and Italy. He participated in the landing 
of Allied forces on Anzio Beach. 

His military record was a distinguished one. 
Mr. Phillips was a liaison officer, company 
commander, and a headquarters executive of-
ficer, among other assignments. He received 
the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, the Amer-
ican and Silver Star, European Service med-
als, the Legion of Merit Award, a Presidential 
Unit Citation, six campaign stars and two com-
mendations for meritorious service, one from 
the Army and one from the Navy. One citation 
for battlefield merit detailed how Mr. Phillips 
‘‘disregarded his personal welfare and safety 
by carrying’’ a message ‘‘through artillery fire 
in an exposed one-fourth ton truck.’’ He also 
received an Army commendation for his teach-
ing methods in training tank commanders. 
After the war, Mr. Phillips came home to 
Coats. He remained a member of the Army 
Reserve, eventually retiring as a Major. 

But it was to be in his chosen profession, 
education, that Mr. Phillips would make his 
greater contribution. Almost immediately upon 
his return to Coats, he began a night car-
pentry class for veterans. More than 1,500 
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